
This is No English Landscape...

 

for Clarinet and Piano

Anthony Bailey 



2

This piece has five main sections, 

with a linking cadenza between the each.

The work was inspired by a poem by Tatyana Volskaya and translated into English by Catriona Kelly.

The Low clouds, the shreds of dry grass,

Beet leaves tufting behind the decayed fence,

The gravel path staggering blind-drunk down:

This is no English landscape, sleek as fine china,

With ancestral oaks and the family silver of a brook:

No: here the snare of a dropped fir branch

Lies across every path, trees hold charred stumps

In their midst like blackened teeth:

And in fields there's no help from the storm-crossed showers

That have it in for everyone, even God.

The first is a section is a keening lament.

The second section is a fast violent dance.

The third is a flowing melody over a gentle, distant peeling of bells.

The fourth, is a faster, whimsical song. It has a very gentle supporting part for the piano, 

merely highlighting various notes of the clarinet line.

 The fifth and final section is built on another, different bell toll, this time with a sense of quiet desolation, leading to the climax,

which depicts the final lines of the poem.

Duration approx. 12 mins.
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Tolling yet flexible

q = 60

3.
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133

Cl.

Pno.

138

pochiss. accel.

pochiss. accel.

poco rall.

poco rall.
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più mosso

più mosso
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rall.
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Tempo primo, ma un pochiss. meno mosso

Tempo primo, ma un pochiss. meno mosso

q = 58
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186

4.

Flexible, increasing in intesity.

Flexible, increasing in intesity.

Fast and light.

Fast and light.

q = 146

q = 146

Clarinet in Bb

Piano
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Tolling yet flexible
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Freely, exploratory, as before
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